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Three Kinds of Life and Four Laws (IX)
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V. Four laws (continued)
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D. The Law of the Spirit of Life in Our Spirit—Being Related to the Divine Life and Being in Man’s Spirit
(continued)
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1. “The law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death”(Rom. 8:2).
(continued)

PTG HATE WL, AIMENEATA KRR, —MERASME, = NERM R, AFATSMAAE—4
 JHRARE. ARATEERZE =AY, —MRAERNPSE, —DRAERNPARE, —DRERINPR
B RIS, RHTRMAZEN REAE G, FreURER, MEANTDE; ERAE AR
R T R(EEER AR A by, PO, MBEATICE, AERATRBAZNE, 2 TRz iE i
A, FrCEMIENT, IHERA TS AR R R A

In summary, the Bible speaks of four laws in relation to the believers. One law is outside of us, and the other
three are within us. The law of God given to Moses is outside of us; the other three laws are within our soul,
body, and spirit respectively. The law in our soul comes from our good, created human life; this law is good
and causes us to desire to do good. The law in our body comes from the evil, fallen satanic life; this law is evil
and causes us to sin. The law in our spirit comes from the uncreated, divine life of God; this law is divine and
causes us to live out God’s divine life.
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The law of God outside of us represents His holy, righteous, and good demands. When the law of good in our
soul touches this holy, righteous, and good law, it places demands upon us. The law of good in our mind
immediately and positively responds to this demand by determining to fulfill the law of God. But when the law
of good in our soul tries to fulfill the holy demands of the law of God, the law of sin in our body opposes,
resists, and conquers the law of good in our soul. Consequently, we cannot fulfill the holy, righteous, and good
demands of the law of God. Instead, we break the law of God because the law of sin in our body is stronger
than the law of good in our soul. However, the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit is stronger than the law of
good in our soul and the law of sin in our body. When we turn to our spirit and live by the Spirit, the law of the
Spirit of life in our spirit frees us from the law of sin in our body and causes us to live out God’s divine life. This
law not only enables us to fulfill the holy and good demands of the outward law of God; it brings us up to the
divine standard of God Himself.
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According to the law of God, we should not covet (7:7). When the law of good in our soul considers this
outward demand, it immediately responds with both the desire and the determination to no longer covet.
However, the law of sin in our body immediately rises up to resist this good desire, and it causes the sin of
covetousness to rise up even stronger within us so that we cannot fulfill this demand of God’s law. No matter
how much we strive, we cannot rid ourselves of the indwelling sin that produces covetousness. On the
contrary, the more we strive to not covet, the more our covetousness will be manifested. Whenever the law of
good in our soul responds to the demands of the outward law of God by desiring to do good, the law of sin in
our body stirs up the evil within us to resist this desire to do good. The law of good in our soul is no match for
the law of sin in our body. In every battle between these two laws, the law of good in our soul inevitably loses
to the law of sin in our body. But thanks be to God for the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit. This law is
stronger than the law of sin in our body, and it frees us from that law of sin (v. 25 ; 8:2). If we do not strive to
do good according to the law of good in our soul but instead cooperate with the law of the Spirit of life in our
spirit, we will be freed from the bondage of covetousness that is stirred up by the law of sin in our body. Thus,
we fulfill the demands of the outward law of God and live out the surpassing holiness of God.
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We should clearly see that the outward law of God places demands upon us, and that the inward law of good
in our soul desires to fulfill these demands. However, the law of sin in our body comes between these two
laws—the law of God outside of us and the law of good in our soul—to prevent the law of good in our soul
from fulfilling the demands of the law of God. Just as our body surrounds our soul, the law of sin in our body
surrounds and defeats the law of good in our soul. Therefore, it is impossible for the law of good in our soul to
overcome the law of sin in our body to fulfill the demands of the law of God. However, the law of the Spirit of
life in our spirit is stronger than everything. It can overcome the law of sin in our body and release us from its
control so that we can fulfill and even exceed the demands of the law of God.
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The outward law of God is like a proper man who asks a pure and simple woman to marry him. The law of
good in our mind is like the woman who agrees to his proposal. However, the law of sin in our body is like an
evil man who is able to influence her to not only reject the proposal of the proper man but also to follow him
in his evil ways. The law of the Spirit of life in our spirit, however, is like an angel who saves the woman from
the evil man so that she might accept the proposal of the proper man. In her acceptance she also realizes that
the angel corresponds with the proper man so that she now has the power to follow the proper man.

AT BATE W, TAT M REE, BEORm A TEZSR, (B IRATR e B ER . JAT0E A
LI, BRI S RAIRATAMEA R IEK, BT AR PR ERE AR TR . JF BRAR TR
SR IRE X AENE, — WBNX BRI ESR, s EXE, e ARlE. (ERAI1R
A R, RAFTEIRATIERE, A RRE, REERRATNE S IR, TR T
PIER, I HIE e R e A o

Although the outward law of God places demands on us, it has no power to enable us to fulfill its demands
because of the weakness of our flesh (v. 3). The law of good in our mind desires to fulfill the demands of the
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law of God, but it has no power to overcome the law of sin. The law of sin is always lurking behind the law of
good. When it sees the law of good in the mind incline toward fulfilling the demands of the law of God, it stirs
up trouble in our flesh so that the law of good cannot prevail. Only the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit can
prevail; it is the source of God’s salvation. Its power comes from the life of God, and it can free us from the law
of sin, enabling us to fulfill the demands of the law of God in us and live out the divine life.
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This is God’s way of salvation. Those who try to improve themselves have no awareness of this process.
Throughout the ages those who want to improve themselves have focused on outwardly mistreating their
body in an effort to restrain its influence or inwardly determining to do good. God’s way of salvation does not
involve dealing with the sin in our body or strengthening our will to do good in our soul. Instead, His work of
salvation begins by imparting the Spirit of life into our innermost part, our spirit, which progressively spreads
to the faculties of our soul and even to our mortal body (vv. 6 , 11). Our salvation is not dependent upon
dealing with our sinful body or strengthening our will; it is dependent upon living in the spirit and cooperating
with the law of the Spirit of life.
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