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Three Kinds of Life and Four Laws (VIII)
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V. Four laws (continued)
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D. The Law of the Spirit of Life in Our Spirit—Being Related to the Divine Life and Being in Man’s Spirit
(continued)
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1. “The law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of death”(Rom. 8:2).
(continued)
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Generally speaking, most people think that it is sufficient to be good, that is, to live according to the good
reasonings of our mind, rather than to be evil, that is, to live according to the lusts of the flesh. They think that
it is sufficient to be good rather than evil. However, God wants something more. God wants us to be a person
of life, a God-man, who lives out God as life. It is not enough to be a good person. It is not enough to refrain
from evil and do good. We must be a God-man. The proper standard of our living is to live out the life of God.
In order to do this, we cannot live by our flesh or our soul; we must live by the Spirit. Similarly, our goal should
not be focused on avoiding evil or even on doing good; our goal should be focused on living the life of God. We
can be a God-man, living according to the Spirit of life only if we live according to the Spirit in our spirit.
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Chinese philosophers promote the development of one’s “bright virtue” by using “knowledge of the good” as
a means to improve one’s condition. Even though these efforts have some usefulness in a human sense, they
are not compatible with God’s way of salvation. God’s way of salvation is much higher. God’s way of salvation
does not involve self-improvement based on developing the good element in our human nature in order to
live out our human goodness. Instead, God’s salvation involves the impartation of His Spirit of life into our
spirit, enabling our innermost part to respond to the law of the Spirit of life so that we can live by God’s life
and become God-men who flow out God’s life because we are full of God’s life. Although God’s way of
salvation will eventually renew every part of our spirit and soul—our conscience, intuition, and fellowship and
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our mind, emotion, and will—it begins with the impartation of His Spirit of life into our spirit and gradually
renews every part of our soul. This process of renewal does not involve improving our good but corrupted
human nature; rather, it involves living according to the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit, which frees us
from Satan’s evil life in order to live out God'’s life. This is not a work of human improvement but a salvation in
life. Human work can only be focused on improving our natural goodness; it cannot bring God’s life into us for
our salvation. At the most, human improvement can brighten our “bright virtue,” improve our “knowledge of
the good,” and expand the “brightness of our inner heart.” Even if we could attain to the highest peak of
human goodness, it would not compare to the standard of God’s holy nature. God’s way of salvation does not
employ works to enable us to live according to the standard of human goodness. Instead, it employs the
operation of the law of the Spirit of life to enable us to live out His life. This is to live in God and to live Him
out.
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A law is a natural principle and a natural power. Therefore, the three laws within us involve a natural principle
and a natural power. The law of good in our mind is a natural principle, and according to its natural power, it
causes us to desire to do good. Since this natural law in our mind desires to do good, our will spontaneously
determines to do the good that our mind desires. Neither this desire nor the determination to do good is
forced upon us; they are spontaneous reactions related to our good human nature. The law of sin in our
members is also a natural principle, and according to its natural power, it causes us to sin. Since this natural
law in our members causes us to sin, our flesh sins spontaneously. Likewise, our sinful responses to our lustful
flesh are not forced upon us; they are spontaneous reactions related to our sinful, satanic nature. Last, the law
of the Spirit of life in our spirit is a natural principle, and according to its natural power, it causes us to live out
the life of God. Since there is a natural law in our spirit, our spirit spontaneously lives out God’s life. This living
also is neither forced nor difficult. In summary, if we live according to our mind, we will spontaneously desire
and decide to do good. If we live according to our flesh, we will spontaneously sin. But if we live according to
our spirit, we will spontaneously live out the life of God.
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The power of each law differs according to the strength or weakness of its respective nature. Some laws are
stronger than other laws. Romans 7 and 8 show that the law of sin in our members is stronger than the law of
good in our mind because the law of sin always defeats the desires and determinations of the law of good in
our mind. However, the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit is stronger than the law of sin in our members
because the law of the Spirit of life can free us from the law of sin. Thus, each of the laws in us is different in
strength because they are related to three different kinds of life, each of which has a different level of
strength. Of the three kinds of life, the human life is the weakest. Therefore, the law of good related to the
human life is also the weakest law. The satanic life is stronger than the human life. Therefore, the law of sin is
stronger than the law of good, and it is able to conquer the weaker law of good. However, the life of God is the
strongest life. Consequently, the law of the Spirit of life is the strongest law, and it can conquer the law of sin,
which is stronger than the law of good.
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The power of a law cannot be controlled by behavior; it can be controlled only by a law of greater power. Our
behavior, such as the determinations of our mind or the strivings of our will, cannot control the power of the
law of sin in our members. We can conquer the law of sin only by relying on the power of the law of the Spirit
of life in our spirit. If we try to control the law of sin through determinations and strivings, we may be
successful for a while, but the constant operation and power of the law of sin will eventually defeat us. A more
powerful law, the law of the Spirit of life in our spirit, is the only thing that can spontaneously and constantly
free us from the law of sin in our members. If we strive to conquer sin according to the reasonings in our mind,
we will fail and fall into a wretched condition (7:24). However, if we live in our spirit and follow the law of the
Spirit of life, we will be freed from the law of sin and live according to the life of God (8:2).
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