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Three Kinds of Life and Four Laws (111)
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IV. Three kinds of life
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A. The Life of Man, Received through Creation,Being Good and Upright
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1. “Everything that He had made...was very good”(Gen. 1:31).
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In each of the three great events in the history of a believer—creation, the fall, and salvation—a different life
was received. Each event is related to a different life.
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At the time of creation, man received a life that was good and upright. Following His creation, God saw that

everything He had made, including man, was very good. Therefore, the created life that we received from God
was good. It was not corrupted or evil.
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2. “God made man upright”(Eccl. 7:29).

EHY, MEY PSR NERIEER . NGZIXFE, 2o B AR dr e 2 ax e B DA BLAHAIER, 244
ARG, MR E N ZiEEa, TR EEr), ABihny. BARuL, AR ECdE
G, AR TG RN s A

Since God made man upright, the created life of man was certainly upright. When man was created, the life

that he received from God was upright, not crooked. This created life, however, is not the same as the
uncreated life of God; it is only the good and upright life that God had created.
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B. The Life of Satan, Received through the Fall,Being Corrupt and Evil
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1. “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father”(John 8:44).
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Through the fall we received the satanic life, which is the fallen life of Satan. This life is the same in element as
Satan. It is corrupted, evil, and full of every kind of sin. It includes the seed of corruption and the element of
sin.
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In Adam’s fall the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil entered into his being. Since the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil refers to Satan, the life of Satan entered into man. The indwelling life of the
devil has been within man from the time that Adam ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Consequently, everyone who has been born in Adam also has the devil’s life. For this reason the Lord said that
they were of the devil and that the devil was their father. The Lord’s word to the Jews indicates that we are all
fallen human beings who have been born of the devil. With the devil’s life, every human being wants to do the
desires of the devil.
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2. “He who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has sinned from the beginning”; “Children of the
devil”’(1 John 3:8, 10).
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Fallen people sin, and this proves that they are of the devil, have the life of the devil, and are one in nature
with the devil because the devil is the one who has sinned from the beginning. We have the devil’s life
because we are born of the devil. We are children of the devil, and the devil is our father. Just as children have
the life and nature of their father, fallen man has the life and nature of the devil. We like what the devil likes
and want to do the desires of the devil because we have the devil’s life and nature.
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C. The Life of God, Received through Salvation,Being Divine and Eternal
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1. “Everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life”(John 3:15, see also v. 36).
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Through salvation we have received the uncreated life of God. Since unbelievers are related only to the history
of the creation and the fall, they have only the created human life and the corrupt satanic life. However,
believers have a history of salvation in addition to creation and the fall. Therefore, we not only have the
created human life and the fallen satanic life but also the uncreated divine life. When we believed into and
received the Lord, we obtained God’s uncreated life because the Holy Spirit brings God'’s life into us. This life is
divine and eternal. All the riches of God’s fullness are in this life because it is the life of God Himself. Everyone
who believes into the Lord and is saved obtains the divine, eternal life of God.
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2. “He who has the Son has the life”(1 John 5:12).
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In His Son God’s life can be received and obtained by man. When man receives the Son of God, he receives the
life of God. Therefore, he who has the Son of God has the life, which is the uncreated life of God. This life is in
addition to the human life, which we received through creation, and the satanic life, which we obtained
through the fall. We received another life when we received the Son of God by faith. Now there are three
kinds of life within us.
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The Bible clearly shows that at the time of man’s creation, he had only one kind of life, the created human life.
He was simple and did not know sin, and he had no feeling of shame. He was naive. But after the fall Satan’s
fallen, corrupted life entered into him. This brought in a great complication because the corrupted satanic life
was added to his good created life. Therefore, man not only has a good and proper nature but also a corrupted
and evil nature. This can be compared to adding poison to a glass of pure water, which corrupts the original
element of the pure water.

Sk XLEE, =8 =1 Eali

Reference: Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, Vol. 4, Ch. 43 Three Kinds of Life and Four Laws



