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The Two Natures of the Believers (lll)
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I. The Old Man (continued)
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B. The Condition of the Old Man (continued)
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5. “In me, that is, in my flesh, nothing good dwells”(Rom. 7:18 ; see also Mark 7:20-23).
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In our flesh nothing good dwells. Nothing good dwells in our flesh since we are of the devil, conceived in sin,
and incurably evil. Every sin that we commit comes from living by our flesh because our old man is full of sin.
Even if we do not commit a particular sin, we still are inwardly full of sin because we have the flesh, which is
inwardly full of sin.
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6. “Enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, for neither can it be. And those who are in the
flesh cannot please God”(Rom. 8:7-8).
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These verses speak of our condition when we set our mind on the flesh. To set our mind on the flesh is to live
by the flesh. In such a condition, there is enmity against God, and our mind is not subject to the law of God. In
such a condition, it is not possible to be subject to the law of God even if we wanted to be subject to His law.
Consequently, we cannot please God in our flesh. The flesh is of the devil, so it is enmity against God and not
subject to the law of God. Furthermore, being conceived in sin, the flesh cannot be subject to the law of God.
It is evil to the uttermost and full of sin, so it cannot please God. We must know the condition of the flesh. It is
at enmity with God, it is not subject to God, it cannot be subject to God, and it cannot please God. If we have
such a knowledge of the flesh, we will hate and reject it in order to not live by it.
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1. “Our old man has been crucified with Him”(Rom. 6:6).
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Since our old man is exceedingly evil and corrupt, God deals with it by death. The destiny of the old man is
death. Since our flesh is evil to the uttermost and incurable and since it is at enmity with God and cannot be
subject to God, God can only put the flesh to death, using the cross of Christ to crucify our old man. Our old
man was crucified with Christ and terminated. Therefore, we should no longer live by our old man. We must
see that our old man is dead. We should confess that the cross of Christ has crucified our old man. We should
apply the crucifixion of the old man in our living in order to terminate his life and power in our practical living.
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2. “l am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live”(Gal. 2:20).
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The old man is what we are in our self; the old man is our fallen self. Therefore, the crucifixion of our old man
with Christ is the crucifixion of the fallen self. For this reason we should no longer live according to “I,” the old
man, because the old man has been crucified with Christ.
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3. “They who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and its lusts”(Gal. 5:24).
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The flesh and the old man are related. The inward constitution of the flesh is the old man, and the living out of
our old man is manifested as the flesh. Consequently, since the old man has been crucified with Christ, the
flesh also has been crucified with Christ. While the crucifixion of the old man was accomplished by Christ on
the cross, the crucifixion of the flesh is carried out by the Holy Spirit’s application of Christ’s accomplishments
on the cross to us. Since our old man has been crucified with Christ, we can crucify our flesh with its passions
and lusts by allowing the Holy Spirit to apply the death of Christ on the cross to our flesh in our practical living.
God’s destiny for the old man and the way that He deals with him is death by crucifixion. God has no desire
that our old man would improve, and since our flesh is incurable, there is no way that the old man can be
improved. God’s only action toward our old man is to terminate him through the death of the cross.
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